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Pool House

o {ﬂmtiques. art and a lap pool mix with
ontemporary details in a passive-solar home

by Stephen Lasar




et specific reguest brom Smith—in It oo
! n= reasons for working with Lo—wigd Ehugt
Larry Neufeld busld af lesst one of s SEAt e
stone fireplaces

From plan to house—/ find || segies in clasihy
the program by beginning the design  proceg
with fioor plans. As | work out the plan with s
client, the arangement of rooms SURECES o
wme and llow. Next, | design the massing and
elevations, working from (he inside ot Diagigen-
ing this way creates interesting facades that
pique a viewer's cusioaity about what is insids

dmith and | agreed that the howe should
have four levels, each more private than the oee
bebow, from the pool on ihe lowest leve] o ike
study oni the top foor (drawings, below and fac
ng pagel. The slope allowed me o bury the
house in the hill. | aimed the major elevations of
the house to the south to get full benefit of e
Suie. Che clevation faces southeast and the other
B anghed 45° 10 face soulbhwess, This turning
forms the angles that appear inside the houss
and il makes the house seem as if it is following
thie s

The southwest entry fnende is massive and
Ay Symmetrical. presending an abmost frads-
tonal face o the south and the long, curved
drive (photo p. 76). But a stes ¥ sloping rood
takes over the southeast facade, making most of
Its windows inlo skylighis. As the hill rises
around the howse, lerraces and rotalning walls
step up with i, allowing access to the outside
from almost every interior level On the porth

As shown | the photo st left, s Beldsione Are
place dominates the living room and defines
the edge of the dining room, 1o the e, and the
Wbrary, behind It on the right, Flagstone fin-
iabies off the cabinet top along the wall ot the
right. Custom registers, which allow beat to
flow from eonvection wnlts behind the cabineds,
Ai lnto the kickspace of the cablneis snd be
mhﬂlﬂmlmmmuﬂudm
the Hving-room walls (Jevel-two plan, below).
A small Ubrary s seversl feet below the level
of the living room (phoboe Iscing page). Warm
red pancling contrasts with the light, smooth
walls of the rest of the bouse. Belgian block
cobblestone edges the brick fireplace.
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hegagmee, e que andd Twao-

] wee sles od the
oy walsk haree frw wencoes andg ook huoneched
against the northevest winds (photo . T7)

Theough the massing of the Smith houwse B0t
traditional, its shingled ool and sidewalls are
Formal granite steps along a curved, oll-center
stone retaining wall kead o the front door. Just
muade, ihe traditonal fover s replaced by a
glass wallowny that spans the lap ol Bedoa,

Like the exterior, the inferior & a mix of ocon-
temporany and traditional dedail, and spaces ane
al once fiowing and well defined. Sun angles in-
feenced several of the rooms. A contral swikch-
back stair connects the four levels of fhe house,
and a few steps link the Bbrary with the Eving
room and the pool below, Near the front door,
wisitors are funneded from the glassed htidgn
through a slightly angbed hall inlo the living
oo, wiere a fieldstone fireplace anchors the
soaring space (phoio lacing page)

The clroulation flows insm space 10 Space 0y
everlapping splmals. Most rooms are enterod
from a corper, of ab least at a diagonal, so that
you can't get a head-on look inbo a oom or take
in the view until you get there (although a plece
of the view may Intfigue you from a distance)
Your fined your bearings in this howse from the
mary views, both controfled and panoramic, of
the surrounding hills and felds

There's an unexpected contrast of codor,
mood and sige between the brighl confempo-
rary Iving room and the tiny libany armound the
copmies, with s rich, red paneling (photo dght),
Theen, if you open the linke door in the oomer o
the fibrary and go down a bew steps, st nar
ro'w, then broadening. you come bo the lap
pol, o dark Bloe-green rectangle noa tall, white
room with lols ol glass (phota p. 81). Even the
aif & Sferent thene

The podl room=—=The lap pood i the thenmal
and formal fpcus of the bowse. | oul away par o
the second leved so thal you can se il from ihe
entmance Brdge belore wou actually gel o il
fram the library or the central siadr, and also 1o
allow mone sarface anca for the transfer of

heal from the pool b the rest of the
nowse, The sides and Nloor of the /
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Lacation: Litchfeld County, Conn
Cremers; Chrisiopher and Marien
Deaigaers: Stephen Lasar, archise
Wittmann, project manager, Ste






